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Effect of a single Ralgro implant on conception rates and calving difficulty in first
calf beef heifers
Abstract
Three hundred and seventy four heifers from two Kansas ranches were used to determine if a single
Ralgro implant given either at two months of age or at weaning would influence pelvic development and
subsequent calving difficulty or conception rates. The study involved two hers of Simmental (spring and
fall calving) and one herd of fall calving Angus cattle. Ralgro did not influence conception rates as
yearlings, or percentages of heifers requiring assistance with their first calf. Implanted heifers had larger
pelvic areas as yearlings, but the advantage disappeared by two years of age. Pelvic area in assisted vs
unassisted two year old heifers did not differ.
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